
                OCQUECO/BEARINGER FIRE BOARD MEETING




     17034 Town Hall Highway



Regular Meeting, Thursday, April 1st, 2010 7pm




                1st Copy

The meeting was called to order at 7pm by Chairperson Silver followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

The meeting was open for public comment. Ken Pehovic wants to know if the board is going to follow Roberts Rules of Order at our meetings. He did not feel that he got to speak at the last meeting because he was not aware that there would be no other public comments. Silver stated that it would be a board decision to follow Roberts Rules of Order.  Vice chairperson Counterman stated that the board should have an agenda sooner than the day of the meeting. Counterman made a motion to have an agenda before meetings from now on. Financial Officer Schaedig seconded the motion. All board members were in favor so the motion carried. The format for the agenda will be Old Business, New Business and two public comments. One public comment at the beginning of the meetings, one at the end of the meetings. 

Chief Yaklin reported that there were three (3) fire calls. Two were false alarms. One was mutual aide in Onaway. The new fire truck was used and it worked great. The truck was able to go where the former truck couldn’t go.  The department has purchases reflective vests and traffic cones. Yaklin is continuing his search for fibulators.  

Steve Northrop from Case township is now working with the department. The 3rd Wednesday of the month he does trainings. Steve has a Medical First Responders class set up in Atlanta. There need to be ten (10) students to start the class. Right now there are nine (9). The start date is May 1st. Class meets Mondays and Thursdays 6-10 and every other Saturday 9-3 for a total of 80 hours. Schaedig made a motion to give Steve Northrop authorization to order supplies for Medical First Responders up to $100 a month. Counterman seconded the motion. All board members were in favor so the motion carried.

Old business was discussed.  Raises for volunteers was brought up. Not all physicals have been completed. The board will wait until all necessary paperwork is turned in to vote on pay raises. The final report for Risk Management was turned in. The 2.5 ton 6x6 was returned to the DNR. 

New business was discussed. It is time for a new Chairperson. Silver wanted to motion for Jerry Counterman to take over. Counterman declined. Silver asked Dan Olmsted if he would consider the job. Olmsted stated he would be willing to give it a try. Counterman made a motion to accept Dan Olmsted as the new Chairperson. Shutes seconded the motion. All in favor so the motion carried. 

Paying Steve Northrop to work with the volunteers was discussed.  Olmsted made a motion to pay Steve Northrop $1000 a year. Shutes seconded the motion. Olmsted, Shutes, Counterman and Schaedig voted “yes”. Silver voted “no”. Due to majority rule, the motion carried. Because Steve Northrop has been with the department for 3 months there was discussion about paying him back pay. Counterman made a motion to pay Steve Northrop $250 for the past three (3) months. Olmsted seconded the motion. Counterman, Schaedig, Shutes and Olmsted, “yes”, Silver, “no”. Due to majority, the motion carried. 

The bid on the sale of the 1983 International Tank Truck was opened. Fred Karstens bid $1595. Shutes made a motion to accept the bid. Schaedig seconded the motion. All in favor so the motion carried. Ken Pehovic thinks he should get reimbursed for all the work he put into this truck. He will present the board with a bill for his time and labor. 

The bids to buy a new truck were opened. Schaedig made a motion to accept the bid on a 2006 F250 Diesel with 70,000 miles for $16,500. The truck must be checked out by a Ford dealer at a cost of no more than $200. Shutes seconded the motion. All in favor so the motion carried. 

Gary Yaklin wanted clarification about what he can and cannot buy without the boards approval. Olmsted made a motion to allow Chief Yaklin the authority to buy the items that have been approved and are already budgeted. Schaedig seconded the motion. All in favor so the motion carried. 

A savings account was opened for the Huron Beach Civic Associations’ donations. Schaedig wants permission to send a letter to them concerning where some of the donated money has been spent. Silver made a motion to send a letter to HBCA explaining where the donated money has been spent. Counterman seconded the motion. All in favor so the motion carried.

Jimmy Francis complimented Pam Schaedig for all her hard work on the Fire Department Budget. Ken Pehovic wanted to know what we are doing with the gas tank. It got filled accidentally and has 50-75 gallons. Chief Yaklin uses some of it to mow the lawn. 

Bills and payroll were reviewed and all board members signed off on them.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 pm. The next regular Fire Board Meeting is on July 1st, 2010 at 7pm.

Respectfully submitted:

Nancy Shutes, Fire Board Secretary


