
BEARINGER TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING

17034 Town Hall Highway

Regular Meeting, January 11, 2010, 7pm

Minutes, 1st Copy-AMENDED

CORRECTED COPY
The meeting was called to order at 7pm followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. All board members were present.

The meeting was open for public comments. 

Byron Delong wanted to know if the board is doing any thing, ANYTHING, about the fire department millage. The millage that was voted in by the public is done. The fire board granted the department every thing, EVERYTHING,  that was on their wish list.  These were paid for with the money from the four (4) year millage. Mr. Delong wants another millage for the fire department. (FROM MR. DELONG: I ASKED IF THE TOWNSHIP WAS PLANNING ON HAVING ANYTHING ON THE BALLOT TO COVER THE EXPIRING FIRE DEPARTMENT MILEAGE. (millage) I SUGGESTED THE TOWNSHIP PLACE A MILEAGE (millage) ON THE BALLOT THAT WOULD ALLOW THE TOWNSHIP TO COLLECT UP TO THE AMOUNT CURRENTLY IN PLACE WHICH WOULD ALLOW THE TOWNSHIP TO LEVY A TAX IF THE NEED SHOULD ARISE. 

Richard Augustine wants to know if the board plans to invest any of the town ship money into certificates of deposit because they are safe. There are no plans to invest money at this time. 

Bev Rossetto stated that she did not write the letter about planning and zoning but did agree with every thing in the letter. She asked the board to reconsider the no vote on the ordinances.

Sandra Beckman did not receive a letter concerning planning and zoning and none of the people she talked to had received a letter. The people she talks to do not want planning and zoning.

Irene Seelye wants to know who wrote the letter concerning planning and zoning. No one had an answer.

Barb Harkleroad does not see that the county is doing their job. The trailers are all still there.

Pam Cramer wanted to know where she can find a meeting agenda. The agenda is on the web site www.bearingertownship.org.  Copies are also available at the monthly meetings.

There were amendments to the agenda.  Monthly meetings was, WERE,  added and discussion to revisit the trustees receiving a monthly salary.  Clerk Shutes made a motion to accept the agenda with amendments. Treasurer Phelps seconded the motion. All board members were in favor so the motion carried.

Bills, payroll and mileage were reviewed. Shutes made a motion to accept the consent agenda. Supervisor Silver seconded the motion. Trustee Augustine voted no, the rest of the board voted yes so the motion carried. 

Treasurer Phelps reported that winter taxes are being paid at a very slow pace. There are still many summer tax bills that have not been received. Phelps reported the following in her financial statements:



Savings Account

        $
208,660.18



Checking Account


    6,092.04



EMS Fund



  38,187.42








$252,939.64

There were minor changes in the December, 2009 minutes. Silver made a motion to accept the minutes with corrections. Shutes seconded the motion. All board members voted yes, except Phelps who did not vote because she was absent from the December meeting, so the motion carried

Clerk Shutes reported that she has paid the planning and zoning board members in full. She requested Social Security numbers from the board members so she can submit W-2’s by January 31, 2010. The fire department is purchasing an ATV that can pull a stretcher and rescue people in the woods. They received every thing on their wish list to be purchased with the remaining money from the millage. 

Assessor Most is working on getting all the assessments for taxes up to date. 

Trustee Augustine made a motion to put a resolution on the ballot on August 3rd, 2010, to retain Planning and Zoning. Trustee Dowker seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken. 



Dowker           yes


Silver

   no



Shutes
     no


Augustine
   yes



Phelps
     no

The motion did not carry.  Trustee Augustine made a motion to have Onaway Ambulance become an Authority. Trustee Dowker seconded the motion.  Dowker feels it is necessary for Onaway to become an Authority so they can apply for grants. It takes all eight (8) townships in Presque Isle County to make any changes to the agreement. The agreement would not raise taxes. Currently two (2) other townships have opposed the agreement. It was decided that Dowker would request Mr. Vogler, the lawyer who talked to the other townships, come to our meeting. The motion was tabled until the board hears from Vogler. Augustine made a motion to redo permission for Supervisor Silver to call the lawyer in October. Dowker seconded the motion. There were two (2) yes votes and three (3) no votes. The motion did not carry. Augustine made a motion to have the lawyer who Supervisor Silver met with to go over Planning and Zoning come to our meeting so the board can meet and interview him. Dowker seconded the motion. There were two (2) yes votes and three (3) no votes so the motion did not carry.  Trustee Augustine wants the board to consider having Mrs. Hidelman do an in-service with the board.  The flat fee would be $700.

Supervisor Silver reported that she did not have the authority to swear in the Planning and Zoning board members. Only the Clerk or a Note of Republic NOTARY has that authority. The lawyer told her that the board may be compensated for their work. Since one board member, the Trustee from Bearinger Township was paid, the whole board should be paid.  There is a resolution from Sunrise Communications about a franchise that serves ten (10) houses in the Black Lake area. The resolution needed to be typed with spelling corrections before the board can vote.

Old business was discussed.  Dowker reported that the railings for the handicap will have to wait until spring. Silver wants work done on the electrical wiring for the town hall. Augustine wants handicap parking signs. 

Shutes made a motion to allow HIPPO Arts and Crafts Show to use the hall in July at the cost of  a $50.00 refundable deposit. Phelps seconded the motion. There were three (3) yes votes, Silver recused herself  because she is involved with the show. The motion carried.

New business was discussed. AMENDMENT:  Silver presented a Resolution to repeal the Resolution Establishing (a) Planning Commission.. After Shutes read the new Resolution, Phelps made a motion to accept the Resolution to repeal the Resolution Establishing (a) Planning and Zoning Commission. Shutes seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken. Trustee Augustine     no.  Clerk Shutes   yes.  Supervisor Silver   yes. Trustee Dowker    no. Treasurer Phelps    yes. The motion carried. The Planning and Zoning Commission has been dissolved. All books and records are to be returned to the Clerk for safe keeping. Monthly meetings were discussed. Phelps made a motion that the board begin meeting every other month starting with the new fiscal year, April, 2010. Silver seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken.  Augustine    yes, Silver   yes, Shutes   yes,  Phelps   yes, Dowker    yes. The motion carried. Shutes made a motion to pay the trustees a monthly salary of $125 plus mileage instead of the total number of  meetings.  Phelps seconded the motion. All board members were in favor so the motion carried.  Beginning in April, 2010 the board will meet every other month. A new schedule will be posted at the town hall and on the web site www.bearingertownship.org. 

Shutes made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:50pm. Silver seconded the motion. All board members were in favor so the motion carried. The next regular meeting is February 8, 2010 at 7pm.

Respectfully submitted:

Nancy Shutes, Bearinger Township Clerk


