
BEARINGER TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETINGS

17034 Town Hall Highway

Regular Meeting, February 8, 2010, 7pm

First copy
The meeting was called to order at 7pm followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. All board members were present.

The meeting was open for public comments. 

Bud Delong wanted the minutes from January 11, 2009 changed to reflect exactly what he had said at the January, 2010, meeting. 

Beverly Rossetto wants comments from the public at the end of the meeting.

John Malaski wanted clarification as to why the board turned down the Planning and Zoning ordinances. 

Janice Temple wants tax bill descriptions to state for what the taxpayers are paying. Schools should be held more accountable. The former board errored by not telling the public about the Master Plan. She has grave concerns about NEMCOG.

Tom Harkleroad stated that if the board had adopted the ordinances, without implementation,  the public could have put the matter up for a vote. 

There were amendments to the agenda. Clerk Shutes made a motion to move the Ocqueoc Township board members to the head of the agenda. Trustee Augustine seconded the motion. All board members were in favor so the motion carried. Treasurer Phelps made a motion to add a resolution concerning a school property tax to the agenda. Clerk Shutes seconded the motion. All board members were in favor so the motion carried. Trustee Augustine made a motion to accept the agenda with amendments. Treasurer Phelps seconded the motion. All board members were in favor so the motion carried.

Clerk Schaedig, Ocqueoc Township, spoke to the board about wording in the Joint Fire Department Agreement. The Fire Department lawyer thinks the wording in the section about what happens if one township should withdraw from the agreement be changed. Treasurer Merchant, Ocqueoc Township, wanted assurance that Bearinger Township will have enough money to fund our share of the Fire Department. All of these concerns will be included in the final copy of the Ocqueoc/Bearinger Townships Joint Fire Department Agreement. The next Fire Board Meeting is on April 1, 2010 @ 7pm at the fire department.

Bills, payroll and mileage were discussed. Trustee Augustine did not approve the bill to the township lawyer. All the rest of the consent agenda was fine.

Treasurer Phelps reported that Irene Seelye will be sworn in as her Deputy Treasurer. Cheboygan Schools want the board to approve a resolution to send the school taxes to them in the fall so the monies will be available for the start of school. Treasurer Phelps made a motion that “Bearinger Township agrees to allow the Bearinger Township Treasurer to collect the Cheboygan Area School System’s summer property taxes. Bearinger Township will bill Cheboygan Area Schools $2.50 a parcel for this service.”

Clerk Shutes seconded the motion. All in favor so the motion carried. 

Phelps reported the following in her financial statement:



Savings account


$202,130.05



Checking account


    9,208.00



EMS




    38,193.49

                                                                        $249,531.54

Trustee Augustine requested that Phelps separate the EMS fund from the general fund. Phelps said she will do that from now on.

There was discussion about the minutes. A member of the public, Bud Delong, wanted the minutes to be an exact quote from him at the January, 2010 meeting. There were also some minor typographical errors. Trustee Augustine made a motion to accept the minutes without Delong’s quote. Clerk Shutes seconded the motion. All board members voted no so the motion did not carry. Clerk Shutes made a motion to accept the minutes with Delong’s quote. Supervisor Silver seconded the motion. All board members were in favor so the corrected minutes will reflect the changes.  Motion carried.

Clerk Shutes reported that PIE&G are having their annual meeting. Hank Filapowski is our liaison person. The Land Policy Institute is having a wind energy workshop on February 24 at the Presque Isle Public Library from 6-8:30pm. 

Trevor Most, assessor, reported that the state has new guidelines for assessors being classified as a township employee. Clerk Shutes stated she will continue to pay him as a non employee and send him a yearly 1099. 

Trustee Augustine made a motion to approve buying two (2) Handicap Parking Only signs for $60. Treasurer Phelps seconded the motion. All in favor so the motion carried. 

Trustee Dowker reported that Onaway Ambulance Service becoming an Authority has been put on hold. Two townships voted “no”. Lawyer Vogler does not want to come to our meeting until further notice.

Supervisor Silver reported that the township has not received the property that was requested from the former planning commission. Silver made a motion to check with Sunrise to make sure it is OK to release information to the public. Trustee Augustine seconded the motion. All in favor so the motion carried. Board of Review organizational meeting is on March 2nd at 10am. Board of Review cases will be heard on March 8th, 9am-3pm and March 10th from 3pm-9pm. Trustee Augustine made a motion to put Board of Review times in the newspaper. Treasurer Phelps seconded the motion. All in favor so the motion carried. Supervisor Silver presented the Fire Department budget. Clerk Shutes made a motion to accept the Fire Department budget. Treasurer Phelps seconded the motion. All in favor so the motion carried.
 Supervisor Silver made a motion to hold a  Public Hearing to present the 2010-2011 township budget on March 8, 2010 at 6pm. Trustee Augustine seconded the motion. All in favor so the motion carried. This notice will go into the paper at the same time as the Board of Review announcement. 

Treasurer Phelps made a motion to accept a Resolution to establish a $200/year payment for Deputies. Clerk Shutes seconded the motion. All in favor so the motion carried. 

Clerk Shutes made a motion to accept a resolution to establish township trustee salaries at $125/month plus mileage. Supervisor Silver seconded the motion. All in favor so the motion carried.

Treasurer Phelps made a motion to accept a resolution to hold regular township board meetings every other month beginning on April 12, 2010. Clerk Shutes seconded the motion. All in favor so the motion carried.

The board finished their work on the Township Policy Booklet. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:40pm. The next regularly scheduled meeting is on March 8, 2010 at 7pm.

Respectfully submitted:

Nancy Shutes, Bearinger Township Clerk


